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referred but to the indignation of those who suffered under
their abuse. The religious organized general chapters for
their Order because they feared encroachments on the part
of the bishops; the bishops themselves, having none to fear,
did not meet in provincial synods. The decree concerning
secular taxation was actively enforced, not by the king but
by the ecclesiastics who had to pay the taxes. Electors
did not dare to neglect the canonical procedure in elections
lest they should lose their right to choose their bishop or
abbot. And so it is with all legal codes imposed from
above. There was no police organization to see that the
laws were obeyed, but the laws were there and they were
recognized, and to them in cases of emergency the weak
might successfully appeal against the strong.
We now come to the last group ; decrees dealing with
conduct and discipline. One of the most difficult problems
which the Church had constantly to face was that of the
control and behaviour of the parish priest upon whom
ultimately the Church was so dependent for the extension
of her influence and the spread of her teaching. The
Lateran Council suggested little that was new, but repeated
with added emphasis the old laws, the old warnings, and
the old punishments. The decrees in this section were not
creative but suppressive. They deal not so much with
reforms as with abuses ; c Thou shalt not' was the essence
of their message; but of all the decrees they were the
most popular.
The seventh decree of the Council made the bishops
particularly responsible for the morality of the clerks under
their authority, c ne sanguis eorum de suis manibus re-
quiratur 1 * The bishops* registers testify to the many and
varied efforts of the bishops to carry out the duties thus
entrusted to them. By the issuing of constitutions at
diocesan synods, by making visitations through their
dioceses, by issuing articles of inquiry to the archdeacons
and by conducting careful examinations into the knowledge
and previous life of candidates for ordination and for bene-
fices they endeavoured to raise the standard of the priesthood.
Much of the trouble with the parish clergy arose over
the question of marriage. The law against the marriage of